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SCOPE COTTON QUESTION #3023
#3023:
Compare the relative merits of Paludale and Davis-Monthan AFB 25

‘with respect to storage of the A-12's taking into account security, costs,
and the pbssibility of the A-12's returnihg tolservice, etc;, and recommend

the location where the A-12's shculd be stored.

ASSUMPTIONS:
Thét minimum caretaker sta%us will be provided 25
FINDINGS:
1. Space - Storage space is available at all locations, outside at Davis-
Monthan and hangar at Palmdale | | i ‘ 25

2. Security - Security is provided at all locations. The outside area at

Davis-Monthan is fenced and patrolled on a 24-hour basis. Storage at Palmdale

25X and i3 in locked hangars under constant surveillance.

3. Maintenance and Inspection - Maintenance and inspection for the aircraft

above normal extgrior inspection at Davis-Monthan and[::::::]would have to be 25
provided by personnel from.Lookheed'transported to the location. These s;rvices
at Palmdale would be provided by personnel assigned to the SR-71 IRAN facility

so long as it is active. LTl .

. 4. GCosts - A, FY 68 direct storage costs are as follows:

. e | 25
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DISCUSSION:
Space

Space is avai;abie at all three locations to store the A-12 fleet. At
Davis-Monthan AFB, no inside storsge is availeble, all aircraft are stored
in ah_oqtside fenced area.

The4storage at Palmdale would be in hangars; i.e., in a separate side
of the bulldlng from the SR-71 IRAN line (the southwest bay) behind curtains
plus plywood partltlons with locked doors which would provide for strict

control. - i
25X1 [:::::::]has alert hangars available thet can be readily prepared for

aircraft storage. These hangars can be sealed and tﬁe aircraft are in a
secure storage facility.
_Security

Open storage use at Davis—Monthan‘presents a definite security problem
in that the aircraft can be seen by anyone passing the location. It is our
opinion that the U.S. Government cannot afford the criticism and adverse
publicity that would be associated-with this type of storage.

At Palmdeie, although the storage of the alrcraft would be made secure,

~the arrival of ten additional aircraft would agaln pose a security problem

and could also be quite embarrassing to the U.S. Government.

25)<1 is the ﬁost‘secure location for aircraft storage. The base

iﬁself is secure. The location on the base is apart from other facilities
and ean_be made secure without any great effort. It is definitely compart-
mented in that two aircfaft'would be stored in each alert hangar and sealed.

Remaining hangars and other facilities would be awailable for other use.

Equipment could also be_ stored and readily available, A covert cawvability

Approved For Release 2005/05/16 Cl 0399R000600180001-4
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Costs

Maintenance and Inspection -~ Maintenance and inspection are recurring

annual costs that are at best a forecast. At Davis-Monthan only an exterior
inspectien of the aircraft is accomplished by AFLC personnel. To provide

adequate inspection, it is estimated that the operating cost per year for

25X1 an LAC inspection team would be including travel expenses-, plus a

25X1 contingency of [:::::::]for engineering and shop support to cover any special

problems arising from storage. Total contractor support at Davis-Monthan would

25X1 therefore be approximately I:lper year.
| At Palmdale, recurring inspection costs are estimated to be[:::::::::] 25X

25X1 annually plus a contingency of'[:::::::]or engineeriﬂg and shop support to

cover any special problems arising from storage.

25X 1 At

costs for LAC inspection team would again be including 25X

25X travel, plus a contingency od[::::::::]for engineering and shop esupport to

cover special problems.

Additional security costs at Palmdale would bel[::::::]per year and at 25X

25X1 per year. Security costs at Davis-Monthan would be borne

by AFLC.

- . In each of these locations it was aesuﬁed that the host facility would

provide for normal base operating costs.

- CONCLUSIONS: . -

1. Davis-Monthan AFB does not proviae adequate security for storage of the

Oxcart aireraft. : . B z

2. A security problem would exist if the Oxcart aircraft were relocated at

Palmdale for storage. . . 2? |

3. The security of the Oxcart program would be retained if th
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25x1 storedat] ]

L. Initial direct storage costs are cheapest at 25X

5. The larger recurring costs at|:|are conipensated for by the maximum - 2§

security attained.

~
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